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Rare Elgin Military Aviator Watch. 

I'm definitely not an expert, and I found this watch at an estate sale. This watch appears to be over wound but 
the second hand will move if large gear is rotating. Rotates for about 4 to 5 seconds before stopping. I see no 
markings that give a jewel count. 

The only Elgin watches that I could find with this winged logo were the Elgin Avigo watches and they said Avigo 
between the wings unlike this watch which only says Elgin and that what makes me think this was an emergent 
watch.  The serial number (34480554) on the mechanism appears to put the manufacture date in the 1930's but 
please don't take my word on that.  The case is marked 10k gold filled and is in general good condition. The 
crystal has typical scratches for a watch that hasn't been reconditioned. 
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Rare Elgin Military Aviator Watch. 
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I'm definitely not an expert, and I found this watch at an estate sale. This watch appears to be over wound but 
the second hand will move if large gear is rotating. Rotates for about 4 to 5 seconds before stopping. I see no 
markings that give a jewel count. 

The only Elgin watches that I could find with this winged logo were the Elgin Avigo watches and they said Avigo 
between the wings unlike this watch which only says Elgin and that what makes me think this was an emergent 
watch. 

The serial number (34480554) on the mechanism appears to put the manufacture date in the 1930's but please 
don't take my word on that.  The case is marked 10k gold filled and is in general good condition. The crystal has 
typical scratches for a watch that hasn't been reconditioned. 
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USS Alshain (AKA-55) (nicknamed "Johnny") was an Andromeda-class attack cargo ship in the service of 
the United States Navy. She was named after the star Alshain in the constellation Aquila, and served as a 
commissioned ship for 11 years and 9 months.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andromeda-class_attack_cargo_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_cargo_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alshain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquila_(constellation)
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Carrier Aircraft Service Units (CASU) were United States Navy units formed during World War II for 
the Pacific War to support naval aircraft operations. From 1942 to 1946, 69 Carrier Aircraft Service Units were 
formed to repair and maintain aircraft. The first unit was deployed to Naval Station Pearl Harbor. The CASU-11, 
was deployed on January 22, 1943, at Naval Air Station San Diego. During the war the Navy lacked 
enough aircraft carriers to complete all the operational requirements 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_maintenance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Station_Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Air_Station_San_Diego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
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G. Raymond Smeltz Jr. 

• May 9, 2012 

G. Raymond Smeltz Jr., 87, of Bethany Village, Mechanicsburg, PA went to his rest on Sunday, May 6, 2012 
at Holy Spirit Hospital, Camp Hill. He was born in Lancaster, PA on October 2, 1924 to the late Guy R. Smeltz 
and Wilhelmina Krushinsky Smeltz. 

Raymond graduated from JP McCaskey High School and Penn State University with a degree in Civil 
Engineering, where he also played baseball for the Nittany Lions. After graduating from Penn State, he 
worked as an Engineer for PennDOT and later for Erdman Anthony Assoc., where he retired. 

He served in the Navy during World War II in the Pacific. He was a member of Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Camp Hill. 

He was an avid golfer, baseball and football fan. 

Raymond is survived by his wife of 59 years, Marian R. of Bethany Village; three children, Timothy from 
Landisville, PA; Christine Erdman, wife of Craig from Harrisburg, PA, and Todd, husband of Carol 
from Mechanicsburg, PA. He is also survived by 5 grandchildren and a brother, Kenneth of Lancaster, PA. 

He requested that at his death his body be donated for scientific research; therefore, there will be no viewing. 
A private service will be held at the convenience of the family. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in memory of Raymond to Trinity Lutheran Church, 2000 Chestnut 
St., Camp Hill, PA 17011 or the Bethany Village Care Assurance Fund, 325 Wesley Dr., Mechanicsburg, PA 
17055. 

Musselman Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Inc., Lemoyne was in charge of arrangements and is 

honored to serve the Smeltz family. 
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Avigo line was introduced in 1929 to meet the Air Corps 
specification of only having 4 numerals on the dial to avoid 
confusion when reading it. 1929, this was 2 years after Lindbergh 
crossed the Atlantic, the new craze of aviation was sweeping the 
country. The word "Avigo" was made up by Elgin Aircraft gauges 
and optics were also released under the Avigo line 

 

This model inherits the DNA of all the Avigo styled watches from the 
start of the ‘30s. The Avigo’s originally appear to be Elgin’s attempt 
to cash in on the aviation craze, sparked in the public by the 
barnstormers that arose after WWI, Lindbergh’s solo Atlantic 
crossing and the start of the Airmail service and the commercial 
airlines. 

The “Avigo 1458” has an aviation-style dial with oversize numerals, 
bullet-shaped luminous markers, and a red sweep seconds hand. It 
was priced at $27.50 in 1935. The case measures 35mm long and 
28mm wide. The watch is powered by its correct 7-jewel Elgin grade 
502 manual wind movement 


