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1935 Lt. Edward V Sizer – XP3Y-1 Record Flight / Elgin Avigo Presentation Watch 

Lt. Commander Edward Vernon Sizer (1904-
1993) served for 30 years in the Navy as a 
pioneering radio and radar technician. Sizer 
was one of six crewmen on the October 13-
14,1935 34-hour flight of the XP3Y-1 
seaplane, which set the world record for the 
longest nonstop flight – 3,387 miles 
between Coco Solo, Panama and Alameda, 
California. (The XP3Y-1 was the prototype of 
the PBY Catalina, the most successful World 
War II flying boat). To commemorate this event, 
the United Aircraft Corporation awarded a 
custom-engraved Elgin Avigo watch to each 
crewman.  Sizer’s watch is “all original”, 
including the leather band.  

Sizer was commissioned during World War II 
and 

stationed in Washington.  In 1946, as a 
liaison for the Navy’s Bureau of Aeronautics, 
Sizer set up the radar and radio 
communication infrastructure for the ships 
involved in the Bikini Atom Bomb Tests. 

Edward married Mary Katherine Hyland 
in1926; she died in 1987. They had no 
children. 

Sizer retired from the Navy in the early 
1950s. He then worked for Raytheon as the 
Air Force liaison before retiring in 1960. Sizer 
died on January 4, 1993 and was buried in 
Owensville, MD. 

 

The 10kt Gold Elgin Avigo watch is 
engraved: 

“Record Flight of 
U.S. Navy Seaplane XP3Y-1  

Powered by 2 P&W Twin Wasps  
October 13-14 1935  

Presented to 
E.V. Sizer  

by the  
United Aircraft Corporation”. 

[P&W ~ Pratt & Whitney] 

 

1935 Elgin Avigo “1458” 

 
The Avigo was introduced in 1929 
in response to the incredible public 
enthusiasm for aviation triggered 
by Lindbergh’s 1927 flight. Many 
different dial designs were sold 
from 1929-1935, but all featured 
the large 12~3~6~9 numerals.  . 
The Sizer watch, Model 1458, is 
the last version of the Avigo, 
featuring a swept second hand. 
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Tom & Marla Bednar   1420 Falls River Ave  Raleigh NC 27614      mbjjbtb@yahoo.com 

For your consideration this listing is for an exceedingly rare Elgin 10k gold filled WWII era running 
wristwatch.  The rarity is in the fact that this was presented to E. V. Sizer by the United Aircraft Corporation for 
his record flight of U.S. Navy Seaplane XF3Y-1 powered by 2P.WIWOV.WASPS dated Oct 13.14.1935.  As 
evidenced by the photos, the above information is incused in script lettering and is original to the watch. 
Serial #34708281 
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Google: “Edward Vernon Sizer” 

 

LADISLAV M. SVOBODA DIES - The Washington Post 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/.../01/.../ff6012a4-865f-4f82-9a48-324419164772/ 
Jan 8, 1993 - Edward Vernon Sizer, 88, a retired lieutenant commander in the Navy who later worked in the 
Washington office of Raytheon Co., died of a  

 

EDWARD VERNON SIZER 

Navy Officer 

Edward Vernon Sizer, 88, a retired lieutenant commander in the Navy who later worked in the 
Washington office of Raytheon Co., died of a stroke Jan. 4 at a nursing home in Detroit. 

Mr. Sizer was born in Washington. He enlisted in the Navy about 1921 and made his career in 
radio and radar. He was commissioned during World War II, and he was stationed in Washington 
when he retired in the early 1950s. 

He then worked for Raytheon for about 10 years before retiring a second time. He lived in Franklin 
Manor, Md., until 1987, when he moved to Florida. He had lived in Detroit since 1990. 

He was a former member of the parish of Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church in Owensville, Md. 

His wife, Mary Catherine Hyland Sizer, died in 1987. 

There are no immediate survivors. 
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Apr 11, 2010 - Edward Vernon Sizer was born on 9 May 1904 in Chicago, Cook Co., IL and died on 4 Jan 1993 in 
Rochester, Oakland, Michigan at age 88. 
 
33. Helen Wirt Smith (Isaac Newton3, Daniel Webster2, Isaac1) was born on 21 Sep 1880 in District Of Columbia, 
died on 29 Mar 1966 in Annapolis, Anne Arundel County.MD at age 85, and was buried in Rock Creek 
Cemetery Washington, DC. Another name for Helen was Helen Wirt.  

Helen next married Edward ( William E. ) Sizer, son of Edward Sizer and Annette Vernon, on 8 Dec 1902 in District 
Of Columbia. Edward was born on 25 Sep 1878 in Alexandria, VA, died on 15 Apr 1929 in Martins Ferry, Belmont, 
Ohio, USA at age 50, and was buried in Riverview Cemetery Martin's Ferry. 

Children from this marriage were: 

86 F i. Edward Vernon Sizer was born on 9 May 1904 in Chicago, Cook Co., IL and died on 4 Jan 1993 in 
Rochester, Oakland, Michigan at age 88. 

Edward married Mary Katherine Hyland, son of Daniel Hyland and Catherine, on 24 Sep 1926 in Chicago, Cook 
Co., IL. Mary was born in 1899 in District Of Columbia, died on 4 Jan 1987 in Churchton, Anne Arundel, 
Maryland, USA at age 88, and was buried in Sorrows Catholic Cemetery. Another name for Mary was Kitty. 

+ 87 M ii. Frank Sizer was born on 1 Feb 1906 in District Of Columbia and died in Feb 1954 in Mokena, Will, Illinois, 
USA at age 48. 
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Frank Louis Sizer is Edwar V.’s brother 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://griffincunningham.net/prattsmith/isaacsmith.htm#c556
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Google: “Edward Sizer” navy 

 

Annapolis Capital Newspaper Archives | Jan 07, 1993, p. 9 

https://annapolis.newspaperarchive.com/annapolis-capital/1993-01-07/page-9/ 

Jan 7, 1993 - Edward Sizer Retired Navy Cmdr. Edward Vernon formerly of Frank- lin Manor in died of a stroke 
Monday at after a brief illness. Born in Cmdr. 
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The sole XP3Y-1 was built at Buffalo in New York, construction starting toward the end of 1933. Its first flight was 
undertaken from the Naval Air Station at Norfolk in Virginia, this decision being taken because of the possibility of icing 
on Buffalo’s Niagara River. The almost complete airframe was taken by rail to Norfolk NAS, where final assembly took 
place and the maiden flight was successfully achieved on 21st March 1935. Further test flights were conducted from 
Norfolk and Anacostia. The flying boat was given the US Navy serial Bu9459. 

 

This design was known initially by its military designation XP3Y-1, and was prompted by a 1933 United States Navy 
contest inviting manufacturing companies to submit entries to meet the requirements for a military patrol flying boat 
with an operational range of 3,000 miles and a cruise of 100 mph. Consolidated submitted its design and the US Navy 
liked what it saw. Reuben Fleet’s company was rewarded with a contract to build one aircraft at the end of October 
1933. Rival firm Douglas had previously been given a similar contract to develop its own submission – the XP3D-1; 
indeed, the Douglas aircraft was the first to fly, beating the Consolidated aircraft off the water by more than a month. 

Isaac Laddon incorporated a number novel features into his XP3Y-1 layout, in particular the pylon-mounted parasol 
wing and the retractable floats that changed the flying boat’s wingspan in flight. The competing Douglas, on the other 
hand, was rather more conventional, slightly smaller overall, with the wing mounted shoulder-like high up the hull sides 
and with engines raised above the wing surface on pylons. The powerplant chosen for both the designs was the 825 
hp Pratt & Whitney R-1830-58 Twin Wasp, a good choice that in uprated versions was to see the PBY series through 
to the end of production i 
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Google:  xp3y-1 “edward sizer” 
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The 1937 Aircraft Year Book - Aerospace Industries Association 
 
https://www.aia-aerospace.org/wp-content/.../THE-1937-AIRCRAFT-YEAR-BOOK.pdf 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The%201937%20Aircraft%20Year%20Book%20-%20Aerospace%20Industries%20Association%0bhttps:/www.aia-aerospace.org/wp-content/.../THE-1937-AIRCRAFT-YEAR-BOOK.pdf
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<%BANNER%> UFPKY NEH LSTA SLAF Jax air news ALL ISSUES ... 
 
ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00028307/00227 
 
the crew of the XP3Y-1, later I made achy by steady dipping Into ' ... E. J. Dionne and E. V. Sizer. j 
PICTn'IC was something, too left and Lt Comdr. .... 
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Google:  "e. v. sizer" 

 
VPNAVY - VP-5S History Summary Page - VP Patrol Squadron 

 

https://www.vpnavy.com/vp5s_history.html 
 
Back Row-Left to Right: B. M. Wilezewski; S. R. Kalweit; C. W. Wood; A. C. Faultless; J. O. Pinch; A. T. Nicholl; E. V. 

Sizer; K. McLeod; K. E. Skadowski; W. T. ... 

 

The VP-5F Squadron set a new World Record when 6 Navy planes carried 39 Officers and Men nonstop from NAS 
Norfolk, Virginia to NAS Coco Solo, Panama, Canal Zone. They flew 2,059 miles non-stop..." (The oldest, continuously 
operating patrol squadron in the United States Navy served throughout World War II as either VP-32 or VPB-32. All 
told, the Squadron has born eight designations since its Establishment on 1 September 1931 at NAS Coco Solo, 
Panama, Canal Zone as VP-5S. In 1933 it became VP-5F, and in 1937 just VP-5; followed by VP-33 on 01/07/39; VP-
32 on 01/07/41; VPB-32 on 01/10/44; back to VP-32 on 15/05/46; VP-MS-6 on 15/11/46; and finally VP-46 (current 
designation) on 01/09/48.) CREW: Pictured at NAS Norfolk, Virginia... 

Front Row, Left to Right: Tony Miller, Jr.; Wm. P. Brett; Wm. H. Lyons; Paul Tesch; Lewis W. Owens; C. A. Wilson; 
Frank J. Molik; L. A. Haggard; E. L. Payne and G. L. Russell.  

Center Row-Left to Right: Boatswain P. J. Byrne; Lt. J. L. Ewing; Lt. H. W. Taylor; Lt. J. R. Tate; Lt. M. H. Kernodle; Lt. 
Comdr. H. E. Halland; Lt. Comdr. D. M. Carpenter; Lt. H. R. Bowes; Lt. W. H. Buracker; Lt. L. J. Dow; Lt. R. W. Morse 
and Lt. J. L. Kane.  

Back Row-Left to Right: B. M. Wilezewski; S. R. Kalweit; C. W. Wood; A. C. Faultless; J. O. 
Pinch; A. T. Nicholl; E. V. Sizer; K. McLeod; K. E. Skadowski; W. T. Dooling; G. A. Crawford; J. B. 
Huntsman; F. J. McTamany; O. K. Thomas; W. B. Smith; S. M. Morgan and M. J. Glynn.  

VPNAVY%20-%20VP-5S%20History%20Summary%20Page%20-%20VP%20Patrol%20Squadronhttps:/www.vpnavy.com/vp5s_history.html
VPNAVY%20-%20VP-5S%20History%20Summary%20Page%20-%20VP%20Patrol%20Squadronhttps:/www.vpnavy.com/vp5s_history.html
VPNAVY%20-%20VP-5S%20History%20Summary%20Page%20-%20VP%20Patrol%20Squadronhttps:/www.vpnavy.com/vp5s_history.html
VPNAVY%20-%20VP-5S%20History%20Summary%20Page%20-%20VP%20Patrol%20Squadronhttps:/www.vpnavy.com/vp5s_history.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/nasnorfolk.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/nasnorfolk.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/nascoco.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp32.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/nascoco.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/nascoco.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp5.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp5.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp33.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp32.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp32.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp32.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp32.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/vp46.html
https://www.vpnavy.com/nasnorfolk.html
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(Operation Crossroads). - DTIC 
 
www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a995213.pdf 
by PT SHEET 
Lt. E. V. Sizer was de- signated as Bureau of Aeronautics liaison officer for airborne electronics 
equipment, and he undertook the organization and execution of ... 
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[PDF] 

Bombs at Bikini; the official report of Operation Crossroads 
 
 

bhl-china.org/bhldatas/pdfs/b/bombsatbikinioff00unit.pdf 

 

Jul 24, 2018 - Lt. E. V. Sizer (Navy), Lt. Comdr. G. V. Schliestett, Lt. Comdr. W. A. Hopkins, Lt. J. A. Torrey (Navy). 
Capt. L. A. Kniskern (Navy) was originally . 

 

http://bhl-china.org/bhldatas/pdfs/b/bombsatbikinioff00unit.pdf
http://bhl-china.org/bhldatas/pdfs/b/bombsatbikinioff00unit.pdf
http://bhl-china.org/bhldatas/pdfs/b/bombsatbikinioff00unit.pdf
http://bhl-china.org/bhldatas/pdfs/b/bombsatbikinioff00unit.pdf
http://bhl-china.org/bhldatas/pdfs/b/bombsatbikinioff00unit.pdf
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Elgin Avigo 

Avigo line was introduced in 1929 to meet the Air Corps specification of only having 4 numerals on the dial to avoid 
confusion when reading it. 1929, this was 2 years after Lindbergh crossed the Atlantic, the new craze of aviation was 
sweeping the country. The word "Avigo" was made up by Elgin Aircraft gauges and optics were also released under 
the Avigo line 
 
Elgin Avigo 1458 - Art Deco Wristwatches 

 

artdecowristwatches.com/page123.htm 

 
Elgin “Avigo 1458” men's Streamline Moderne design wristwatch in 10K yellow gold ... The watch is powered by its 
correct 7-jewel Elgin grade 502 manual wind ... 

 

Elgin men’s Streamline Moderne design wristwatch in 10K yellow gold fill, circa 1935. 
 

The “Avigo 1458” has an aviation-style dial with oversize numerals, bullet-shaped luminous markers, and a red sweep 
seconds hand. It was priced at $27.50 in 1935. This example is in excellent condition with just a little brassing and a 
few tiny dings. Caseback is excellent and unengraved with a tiny bit of wear near the crown. The case measures 
35mm long and 28mm wide. Refinished luminous dial is superb. Has new acrylic crystal. The watch is powered by its 
correct 7-jewel Elgin grade 502 manual wind movement, just serviced and running well. 

 

  

 
 

http://artdecowristwatches.com/page123.htm
http://artdecowristwatches.com/page123.htm
http://artdecowristwatches.com/page123.htm
http://artdecowristwatches.com/page123.htm


1935 Lt. Edward V Sizer – XP3Y-1 Record Flight / Elgin Avigo 1458 Presentation Watch 
 

1935 Edward V Sizer Elgin Avigo Watch.docx  Page 38 of 72 

 

1939 Elgin Model 2863 Avigo dialed Airlord 15j grade 532 

 

This model inherits the DNA of all the Avigo styled watches from the start of the ‘30s. 
The Avigo’s originally appear to be Elgin’s attempt to cash in on the aviation craze, 
sparked in the public by the barnstormers that arose after WWI, Lindbergh’s solo 
Atlantic crossing and the start of the Airmail service and the commercial airlines. I only 
guess they were popular based on the fact the 1931 Clausin Catalog showed 3 different 
dial designs available in 4 case styles, including a pocket watch called the Avion with a 
wind indicator labeled “Flight Hours” and advertised as a “Pilot’s and Fight Operator’s 
watch”. The Airlord was the last of the breed as the production of its center second 
equipped movement, the grade 532, was diverted to use in the WWII military watches. 
The A-11’s coming home from the war and the military styled models that followed took 
over Avigo’s place in the market. I’m not aware of any post war Elgin pushed as an 
aviator’s watch. 
 

 

http://vintagewatchforums.com/viewtopic.php?t=8912#p64476
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http://www.mwrforum.net/forums/showthread.php?68828-1933-Elgin-Avigo-Style-Correct-Dial-Need-Help-Opinions 

 

http://www.mwrforum.net/forums/showthread.php?68828-1933-Elgin-Avigo-Style-Correct-Dial-Need-Help-Opinions
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Elgin Ads From 1931 
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“…Flying efficiency  
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Transport: XP3Y-1 - TIME 
 
 

content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,847533,00.html 

 

Retractable pontoons were a prime innovation in the Navy's new XP3Y-1. Built by Consolidated Aircraft Corp., it is 
similar to Pan American's new Martin Clipper ... 

 

 

 
 

Point of Contact: VPNAVY Webmaster 
   Established:  01 DEC 1996 
   URL:  http://www.vpnavy.org 

 

VP Seaplane Patrol Squadron (US Navy aviation unit designation used in 1922) 

 

  

http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,847533,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,847533,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,847533,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,847533,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,847533,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,847533,00.html
mailto:nfrankel@vpnavy.org?subject=VPNAVY%20Information
http://www.vpnavy.org/
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Google: “e v sizer” u s navy 

 

NEW TYPE OF PLANE BREAKS DISTANCE MARK Seaplane Flies ... 

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HT19351016.2.14 

Bolka, aviation chief mechanic; A. E. J. Dionne, chief radio operator, and E. V. Sizer, also a chiefradio operator. The 
previous long distance record for seaplanes ... 
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Consolidated PBY-5 Catalina | National Air and Space Museum 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/consolidated-pby-5-catalina 

Following World War II, large seaplanes and flying boats suffered a mass extinction. ... Many aviation  

 

PBY-5 CATALINA 

One of the most recognized aircraft in the world, the Consolidated PBY Catalina not only served in the U.S. 
Navy, but also with the air arms of Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the Netherlands and the Soviet 
Union. The PBY was involved in almost every major operation in World War II, and figured significantly in 
defeating the U-boat menace in the Atlantic. The suspended PBY-5 on display is the only pure seaplane variant 
in existence; other surviving Catalinas are PBY-5A amphibious versions. 

In response to an October 1933 order from the Navy for a monoplane patrol aircraft, Isaac Laddon of 
Consolidated Aircraft designed the all metal Model 28 with a number of unique features, including a parasol-
mounted wing incorporating internal bracing to reduce the need for external struts, and retractable stabilizing 
floats that folded upward to become wingtips in flight. 

The overall effect was an aerodynamically clean aircraft far superior to previous flying boat designs. Powered by 
two Pratt & Whitney R-1830-58 engines of 825 horsepower each, the aircraft, with a crew of seven to ten, was 
armed with three 0.30-in. machine guns, and could carry 2,000 lb. of bombs. Designated the XP3Y-1, the 
aircraft made its first flight on 15 March 1935. Early trials proved quite successful and the Navy ordered 60 of 
the aircraft in June 1935. Because it could carry a substantial bomb load, the aircraft was redesignated a patrol 
bomber. Fitted with more powerful R-1830-64 engines and incorporating modifications to the fin and rudder, the 
XPBY-1 was delivered to Patrol Squadron (VP) 11F in October 1936. 
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Google: XPBY-1 

http://pbycatalina.com/catalina-history/ 
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CONSOLIDATED PROTOTYPE XP3Y-1 NONSTOP NORFOLK-COCO SOLO 
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stillpix@nara.gov 

This email is in response to your request for the photograph of the XP3Y-1 Airplane with US Navy id number 

80-G-1053771.  Attached is high resolution scan of your request. 

 
 

mailto:stillpix@nara.gov
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Google: “E. V. Sizer”   
 

NEW TYPE OF PLANE BREAKS DISTANCE MARK Seaplane Flies ... 

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HT19351016.2.14 

Bolka, aviation chief mechanic; A. E. J. Dionne, chief radio operator, and E. V. Sizer, also a chief radio operator. The 
previous long distance record for seaplanes ... 
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Google: “kneffler mcginnis” xp3y-1 

 

Interview with Captain Knefler McGinnis USN, Retired Place ... 
https://cdn05.usni.org/sites/default/files/McGinnis%20Naval%20Aviation%20Memoir.pdf 

 

Interview with Captain Knefler McGinnis USN, Retired  

Place: Pensacola, Florida Date: 23 January 1971  

Interviewer: Commander Etta-Belle Kitchen, USN (Retired) 

 

 During this time the XP3Y-1, a Consolidated patrol plane, was being prepared for a 
record flight to Cristobal Harbor, Canal Zone, and thence to a west coast port, preferably 
San Diego, in one jump. (The Consolidated X3Y-1 was the forerunner of the most 
successful U.S.-built flying boat during World War II and the most-produced boat of all 
time, the PBY Catalina.)    I was asked by the Chief of Bureau, Admiral E. J. King, to 
command this flight and he gave me carte blanche. I named my own crew and 
proceeded to Hampton Roads, where the plane was being prepared and worked with 
the crew in the A & R Department preparing this plane.11 In the first part of October we 
flew the plane direct from Norfolk to Coco Solo, and after stopping overnight, we took off 
on the 14th of October and flew the 3,281 miles nonstop to Alameda, California. This 

broke all previous straight line distances and broken line distances for this class of seaplane.  

Q: Who was in with you? Was this a formation? 

Captain McGinnis: This was a single plane. It was an X job, meaning experimental, and was the forerunner of the 
PBY-ones. This plane was subsequently delivered from Alameda the next day after our arrival to the Consolidated 
factory at San Diego. We flew it down from Alameda--we took on gas and flew it down to San Diego the next day. 

Q: How many hours was that flight?  

Captain McGinnis: That flight was, I believe, 34 hours and 45 minutes nonstop from takeoff to landing. The crew 
consisted of myself, Lieutenant (junior grade) J. K. Averill, naval aviation pilot T. P. Wilkinson, Chief Machinist's Mate 
C. S. Bolka, two radiomen by the names of Dionne and Sizer.  

Q: Can you describe some of the details of the flight? What time you took off, what time you landed?  

Captain McGinnis: We took off, as I recall, about 9:00 A.M. local time from Coco Solo, and we arrived in Alameda the 
following afternoon, about 35 hours later. 

Q: And how long a time would you act as pilot, how long a watch would you take at the controls?  

Captain McGinnis: This plane was equipped with one of the first automatic pilots to be purchased by the Navy. As a 
matter of fact, I believe it was the number five automatic pilot that had been produced, and was put in this plane as an 
experimental project. On the trip from Norfolk to Coco Solo the glycerin leaked out of some of the lines to the 
automatic pilot and we had to fly the plane manually. However, this was repaired in Coco Solo and the automatic pilot 
functioned properly and excellently all the way to Alameda, except for the few times it was necessary to correct drift or 
other minor errors. As a matter of fact, it was very restful to fly the iron mike. 

 

file:///C:/Users/rober/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Interview%20with%20Captain%20Knefler%20McGinnis%20USN,%20Retired%20Place%20...https:/cdn05.usni.org/sites/default/files/McGinnis%20Naval%20Aviation%20Memoir.pdf
file:///C:/Users/rober/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Interview%20with%20Captain%20Knefler%20McGinnis%20USN,%20Retired%20Place%20...https:/cdn05.usni.org/sites/default/files/McGinnis%20Naval%20Aviation%20Memoir.pdf
file:///C:/Users/rober/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Interview%20with%20Captain%20Knefler%20McGinnis%20USN,%20Retired%20Place%20...https:/cdn05.usni.org/sites/default/files/McGinnis%20Naval%20Aviation%20Memoir.pdf
file:///C:/Users/rober/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Interview%20with%20Captain%20Knefler%20McGinnis%20USN,%20Retired%20Place%20...https:/cdn05.usni.org/sites/default/files/McGinnis%20Naval%20Aviation%20Memoir.pdf


1935 Lt. Edward V Sizer – XP3Y-1 Record Flight / Elgin Avigo 1458 Presentation Watch 
 

1935 Edward V Sizer Elgin Avigo Watch.docx  Page 60 of 72 

Q: Would you describe how you acted? Did you sit in the pilot's seat all the time? Did you go back and rest? Can you 
describe some of that detail?  

Captain McGinnis: Wilkinson and Averill and myself took turns as first pilot on the trip for periods of around an hour at 
a time, so that we could doze for two hours intermittently.  

Q: Did the plane carry bunks?  

Captain McGinnis: Yes, the plane had bunks in the after section. One pilot generally was aft in a bunk while the other 
two pilots were sitting up at the controls.  

Q: Was this flight done with as much publicity as the other? Captain McGinnis: No, there was not as much publicity in 
regard to this plane that there was in the Honolulu flight because it was not generally known that the Navy was 
increasing the range of its seaplanes. However, this information readily became available in a very few days after the 
flight was made.  

Q: I notice in one of the headlines in the newspaper that it was referred to as a mystery flight.  

Captain McGinnis: It wasn't well known by the press or by people generally. Q: Did the Navy try to keep it a secret? 
Captain McGinnis: No, it wasn't kept as a secret, but it was not advertised. Q: You received the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for that. Who presented that to you? Captain McGinnis: Yes. That was presented to me back in the Chief of 
Navy Operation's office in the Navy Department by Admiral Standley. 
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Google: “sizer, Edward v” XP3y-1 

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/dam/nhhc/research/publications/1910/0%20FrontMatter1.pdf 

 

 

 

https://www.archives.gov/research/order/still-pictures.html 

https://www.archives.gov/research/order/still-pictures.html#inquire\ 
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Edward Sizer marriage 23-9-1926 
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FLYING BOAT. 
World Distance Record. 
PARIS, June 24. 
The four-engined flying boat Croix du Sud 
landed at Zigulnchor (Senegal) after a flight 
of 2612 miles from Cherbourg. The flight, 
subject to official confirmation, gives the world 
distance record for seaplanes to Prance, which 
already holds the land 'plane distance record. 
The Croix du Sud has crossed the South 
Atlantic four times. 
The airmen descended 250 miles short of 
their objective, Konakry (French Guinea), 
although they flew a sufficient distance to beat 
the Italian record of 2567 miles. 
Britain now holds none of the major world 
records for distance, altitude, or speed for 
either land orsea 'planes. The Air Ministry 
recently ordered the building of two land 
'planes to attack the distance and altitude 
records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the wrist, a Patek Philippe reference 404 with a possibly unique 

dial. But beyond the spectacular three-tone Art-Deco style dial and 

the beautiful curved long Patek Philippe & Co. signature on the dial 

is the engraving on the back commemorating the flight of the French 

seaplane the "Croix du Sud" from Cherbourg, France to Ziguinchor, 

Senegal. Lieutenant de vaisseau Henri-Laurent Dailliere, a French 

aviation legend, presumably purchased or was given this watch 

upon his return to France.  
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 Henri-Laurent Daillière ( Tours , February 26 , 1901- 
off Freetown , October 11 , 1942), is a French naval officer and aviator. 

He entered the Naval School inOctober 1919and out-
Lieutenant 2 e classOctober 1921. Attached to the artillery 
department battleship Voltaire in Brest in 1923, is taught in 1 st class in 
October, it serves as second on the Meuse at the Naval School in 1921-1925 
and then goes to the submarine Cherbourg as the second Pierre Chailley and 
obtained in 1927 the certificate of aptitude for underwater navigation. 

Second in the Bellone submarine at Brest, he served in 1929 at 
the Rochefort maritime aeronautical training center and was promoted to 
lieutenant inFebruary 1929. 

In October 1929, he obtained his fighter pilot 's license and became a major 
at the École de Rochefort. He then commanded from 1930 to 1932 a 
squadron then the training section at the base of Cherbourg-Chantereyre. 

Instructor at the Air Navigation School in Brest, he commanded the 2S 1 squadron (1933-1935) and 
gained November 1934 the Guilbaud cup. 

In June 1935, he broke the world record for distance on seaplanes as second in the Croix-du-Sud . 

 June 23, 1935: world record for seaplane distance. Lieutenant Paul Hébrard and Daillière break the world distance 
record aboard a Latécoère 300 La Croix-du-Sud seaplane. Departing from Cherbourg, they reach Ziguinchor in 
Senegal after 32 hours of flight and 4347 k  

On November 28, 1934, the Commander Guilbaud Cup was awarded to him. 
 
In 1935, aboard the postal seaplane La Croix du Sud and in the company of LV Paul Hébrard, he broke the world 
record for distance by seaplane, in traveling 4449 km in a thirty-two hour flight between Cherbourg and Ziguinchor 
(Senegal) 
 
By decree of June 22, 1939, he was promoted to off  icer of the Legion of Honor.  
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